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AS YOU READ THE INDIVIDUAL STORIES IN THIS BOOKLET,
WE ASK YOU TO PONDER A VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION:
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ARE THE PEOPLE HIGHLIGHTED IN THIS BOOKLET THE TYPE OF PEOPLE
WE SHOULD BE, AND NEED TO BE, SPENDING APPROXIMATELY

$48,000

PER PERSON EACH YEAR
TO CONTINUE TO INCARCERATE?

— PAGE3 —



@ DEFINITION OF TERMS

used within this booklet that you may not be familiar with....

Aging-Out Process

Also referred to as desistance or spontaneous remission, the aging-out process is the tendency for youths to reduce
the frequency of their offending behavior as they age. Aging-out is thought occur among all groups of offenders.

Aider and Abettor

A person who assisted the primary perpetrator. For example, a lookout person or getaway driver. Can an Aider and
Abettor serve more prison time than the person who actually pulled the trigger? Unfortunately, yes.

Felony Murder

In Michigan a person is guilty of felony murder when a death occurs during the course of a statutorily enumerated
felony (a felony listed in statute). For example, a death occurring during a robbery, arson, etc. A person convicted of
felony murder must be sentenced to nonparolable life.

First-Degree (Premeditated) Murder

Michigan specifies a variety of homicide offenses, with first-degree and felony murder being the most severe. In
Michigan, a person is found guilty of first-degree murder when murder is perpetrated by means of poison, lying in
wait, or any other willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing. A person convicted of first-degree murder must be
sentenced to nonparolable life.

Indeterminate Sentence

A sentence to imprisonment for a maximum period defined by law, subject to termination by the parole board at any
time after the person serves the minimum period. For example, a 5-15 year sentence; the person is sentenced to 15
years, but the parole board can release the person at or after 5 years.

Parolable Life Sentence

A sentence to life in prison with the possibility of parole. A person who received a parolable life sentence can be
paroled after serving 15 years (if the sentence was imposed before October 1, 1992, the person can be paroled after
serving 10 years).

Nonparolable Life Sentence
A person who receives a nonparolable life sentence must remain in prison until he or she dies. Unless this sentence
is changed, the person cannot be released. Also referred to as life without the possibility of parole (LWOP).

Recidivism

The act of repeating a previous mistake or bad choice. For most research, recidivism means returning to prison or
committing a new offense within 3 years of release from prison.

Second-Degree Murder

Second-degree murder in Michigan is defined as an intentional killing without premeditation, a killing caused by the
perpetrator’s reckless indifference to human life, or an assault causing death without the intention to kill. A person
convicted of second-degree murder can be sentenced to parolable life or any number of years.

Truth in Sentencing

Implemented in Michigan (December 1998), truth in sentencing requires a person serve his or her complete minimum
sentence before the parole board can grant a parole. People sentenced to prison before December of 1998 can earn
disciplinary credits that allow the parole board to parole them before serving the minimum sentence.
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Jerry was locked up in juvenile detention several times for stealing just about anything that could be stolen and
eaten, or sold to buy food and clothing. By the age of 12, the detention center had become his second home. All of
the kids from the Jefferies Projects called the detention center their second home.

Somehow, Jerry became the leader of a local gang, and he was off and running as a true criminal. He felt empowered
and included for the first time in his life. He felt wanted and respected. At the age of 12, he was finally somebody. He
began committing shootings, armed robberies, muggings and finally murder—which led him to prison for the first time.

Behind the walls of Jackson Prison, he was abused by the older convicts, mentally and physically. He was stabbed
and forced to stab others in self-defense. He became a wild man. He was an emotional and psychological wreck. And
he was released in this state.

Then, in July of 1975, Jerry was shot while trying to rob a bank. His co-defendant was killed and an innocent person
was also killed in the process. A crime for which Jerry is deeply sorry. Jerry was rushed to U of M hospital for his
gunshot wounds. There, he was told he may not survive the surgery, and it was at that moment that he told himself,
that if he were to survive, he was going to change his ways and become a good man.

Surviving the surgery, Jerry awoke to find that the doctors had been forced to remove a section of his colon. He now
needed to defecate in a plastic bag attached to him via a hose. Also, his arm had been placed in a cast. But back to
prison he went, this time for the rest of his life, for the innocent life that was taken.

Months later, Jerry underwent another surgery to fix his insides and his arm. What surprised him most were all the
religious people standing over his bed praying for him. For the first time in his life, he felt like someone actually cared
about him. They gave him a King James Bible, and he started studying it and praying with them. Reverend Roberson,
a pastor from Ypsilanti, started praying for and with him. He laid hands on Jerry, who had never had anyone lay hands
on him, and called forth the power of the Lord. Jerry started to feel needed and loved. He was not accustomed to
such kindness. He was used to abuse and rejection.

About five years later, Jerry started attending group counseling and began to learn about himself. A'

He had lots to learn. A lifetime of bad stuff to unravel on the inside. But he did it. Enrolling in ==

Jackson Community College, Jerry graduated with honors, earning a degree in Social Sciences. IIII
N

Two years later, he graduated from Spring Arbor University with honors. —

Out of the four bank robbers who entered that bank in Ypsilanti to rob it in 1975, Jerry is the only

one left alive. He is now 80 years old. His body is shot, but his mind and spiritual health remains sharp. He wishes
he could turn back the clock and undo all the bad he has done, but he knows that is not possible. What he can do is
try to be the best man that he can be every single day. Having only received three major misconducts in 49 years of
incarceration, Jerry has followed through on his promise to become a quality person.

Jerry started to feel needed and loved.

- For the first time in his life, he felt like someone actually cared about him.
He was not accustomed to such kindness; he was used to abuse and rejection.
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CONCLUSION

There are people who promote incorrect information about crime and criminals for personal reasons. These people
often mis-state crime data and deploy scare tactics. Is it fair to highlight one person’s horrific crime and generalize
it to entire classes of criminals? For example, does everyone convicted of murder have the character of Charles
Manson? This skewed information is a big factor in shaping what Michiganders believe about people who have
committed a crime and about our prison system.

Based on the rhetoric promoted about crime and prisons, a majority of the public believes that releasing nonviolent
offenders is the safest approach to prison reform. People believe that our parole board releases the safest prisoners.
The public also believes people convicted of murder pose the greatest threat to society. After reading the profiles in
this booklet, do they match the fears you hold about releasing some people who have committed the crime of murder?

Research shows that public beliefs are misplaced. The Notre Dame Law Review report on Violent-Crime Recidivism
found that nonviolent offenders released before the age of 34 commit homicide more often than homicide offenders
who serve at least five years and reach 55 years in age before release’. (p. 1695-96). Over the course of many years,
Michigan has paroled over 150 first-degree murderers who were juveniles at the time of their crime, and only four
of them returned to prison—none for homicide. This data confirms historical data. In two separate decades-old
memos, the Parole Board Chairman outlined how Michigan had released 286 first-degree murderers and only six of
them violated parole. (SEE PAGE 33).

Over the past five years, Michigan’s recidivism rate for all crime has been 26.57%2. This means that 40 of the next
150 inmates released under our current parole practice will return to prison within 3 years. Given these statistics,
paroling violent offenders is often more safe than paroling nonviolent offenders.

Many people believe the crime a person committed is indicative of that person’s risk to society. The factors that best
predict an inmate’s level of risk to society include:

PROBLEM SOLVING e Age at the time of the offense
CONCENTRATION e Amount of time served
PLANNING ® Age upon release
& JUDGMENT ¢ Level of education attained
\ , PERSONALITY  Institutional conduct
/ SELF AWARENESS
SPEECH AGE AT TIME OF OFFENSE: Young people commit a large portion
BEHAVIOR of crime, particularly violent crime. In fact, almost 40% of people
INTELLIGENCE serving the longest prison sentences are incarcerated before
EMOTIONS
the age of 25.2 These statistics align with brain science. Brain
BODY MOVEMENT
research shows that people under 25 are still undergoing neuro-

development in areas of the brain that control impulse and decision
making.? As a result, people who commit crime at a young age change as the neuropathways in their brain fully develop.?
These changes significantly diminish future risk, even for people convicted of the most serious crimes such as murder.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

WHAT IS JUSTICE? I’'m reminded of a 1970’s television show, Baretta, where the main character, a cop, had a
famous line he said in each show: “Don’t do the crime if you can’t do the time.” That philosophy sounded reasonable
to me. In order to maintain civil order and community safety, crimes must have consequences, especially serious
crimes such as murder. In Michigan, the penalty for first-degree murder, is a mandatory Life Without the Possibility
of Parole (LWOP).

Daily we are inundated with, and frightened by, the news media, Court TV, true and fictional crime shows. We're not
safe anywhere. Lock ‘em up and throw away the key! But is it that black and white? A one-size fits all punishment?
Extenuating circumstances don’t matter?

It wasn’t until | read the following stories that | came to understand that the state of Michigan needs to reconsider Life
without the Possibility of Parole as a mandatory sentence. There are incarcerated murderers and career criminals,
that if were released, would re-offend again, I've no doubt of that. However, if you have read the stories in this
booklet, you will have found the majority of the crimes committed by these individuals were done while their brains
were still developing. We've presented information to you documenting studies that indicate the brain is not fully
developed before age 26, particularly in the area of decision-making. But that information does not seem to be
taken into account

It wasn’t until | was asked to typeset and layout this booklet that | became aware that the MDOC does not take into
consideration any extenuating circumstances for those convicted of first-degree murder. The more | read, the more
empathy | had for the people highlighted in this booklet, and the more frustrated | became with the Michigan justice
system. Read their stories. These people are not just ID Numbers in the prison system. They are sons and daughters,
fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers to someone. They have hopes and dreams of one day being able to be with
their families again.

It doesn’t matter in Michigan whether you pulled the trigger, drove the get-away car, provided the weapon, your
sentence is still Life Without the Possibility of Parole. In Jamie Meade’s case you will find that the trigger-man who
actually murdered the victim, has been released from prison, but Jamie, his accomplice, who did not do the actual
killing is doing life. In Jamie’s case the shooter was convicted of second-degree murder. That trigger-man has been
since released, while Jamie is spending the rest of his life in prison. Is that justice? While the revolving door of repeat
criminals continues to lock ‘em up and let ‘em out, these “Lifers” that are no longer a threat of any kind to society,
sit in their cells, with little hope of having a SECOND LOOK.

Thank you for taking the time to read these compelling stories. Our hope is that these stories will move you to take
action and contact the people who represent us in Michigan government - the ones who can make that happen. We
ask that when you are finished with this booklet to please pass it on so we can help educate the voters of Michigan
how their tax dollars are being used for the prison system. You can also go to the National Lifers of America website
(www.nationallifersofamerica.org) for more information on how you can help us bring to light the injustice of
a broken system.

DISCLAIMER

The National Lifers of America, Inc. (NLA) is not responsible for the production of this booklet, nor the selection of individuals featured within.

NLA Local Chapter1012 Executive Board selected the individuals that would be featured in this booklet
and is responsible for the publishing of this booklet.
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